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jask him the place of his destination, as he in 
{formed me that he was directly from New-En 
| gland: he told me that he was going to the coun- 
ity of Chenango. (N.Y.) I interrogated him con 

We owe it asa duty to the Public, whenever! cerning his i 
yn individual, who sets himself up as a teacher of/learned from his answers that he was a total 
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rospects at the westward, and soon 


religion, and perseveres in a course of dishonesty } Stranger in that section ; that he knew of no so- 
that would bring reproach upon the Christian | ciety there—that he had no prospect of a school ; 
ame, and hinder the progress of truth, in thelofa place to preach ; nor was there, to his know- 
|ledge, a person in the county of Chenango with 


wind of the multitude, after suitable warning and 
I then said 


imonition have failed to produce a suitable ef- 'whom he had ever been acquainted 
fect. to offer for the careful inspection of that}to him, Mr. Tainter, I seriously question the pro- 
public, a faithful delineation of his moral charac-} priety of your going to that place at present, un- 
wor, as a mean that may prevent his future impo-/} less your funds are amply sufficient to render you 
sions in the character of a minister, and check independent of pecuniary assistance, at least, for 
mballowed career in the arts of deception.— | a few months: suggesting to him, that it would 

is duty, however painful in its nature, it be-| probably require some time before he could be 
omes necessary to discharge with faithfulness, | employed to such advantage as to meet his ex- 
sd afford the community at large an opportunity | penditures. But, if his funds were sufficient, there 
fdeciding, how far it may be safe to repose con-| could be no great hazard in making the experi- 
idence insuch a man. ment. He replied, that he had no money to 
About the first of February last, Mr John} spend unnecessarily, and was not anxious to go 
to Chenango, provided he could meet any en- 


fainter called at my house, and introduced him- 
I mentioned Chatham, 


wif as a Universalist minister. After a little re-| couragement elsew here. 
fection, I recollected to have heard his name /a place fourteen miles distant, and Amenia, about 


mentioned by some of my friends in Boston, | thirty-« ight miles, where he probably might be 
Mass.) as having been a student for the ministry | employed, should his labours meet their approba- 
He was apparently anxious to go immedi- 


among the Congregationalists, under the care of | tion 
the Rev. Doctor Morse, of Charlestown, (Mass.)| ately to Chatham, and preach afew lectures; to 
That he had professed faith in the Gospel of Uni- lwhich I objected, on account of his having an 
versal and impartial grace, and consequently left] hired horse and sleigh froma livery stable in Al- 
Dr. M. and was studying with the Rev. Mr. Turn-| bany, for which he would be subject to an ex- 
er, of Charlestown, with a design to enter into the | pense of two or three dollars per day. I, there- 
ministry. I mentioned this impression, and he| fore, urged the necessity of his returning to Alba- 
informed me that he had been under Mr. Turner's ny the next day, to prevent a needless expense 
| His anxiety to visit Chatham, and reluctance to 


| 


tuition for about one year. He spoke in the 
highest terms of Mr. Turner, as an exemplary and | acquiesce in my proposal, induced a suspicion 
pious man. ithat he was out of money. I put the question di- 

Ithen inquired of Mr. Tainter, whether he had rectly to him ; stating, as a ground of my suspi- 
been regularly inducted into the ministry, and | cion, his anxiety to visit Chatham, &c. After 
was in fellowship with the General Convention | some little hesitation, he acknowledged this to be 
of Universalists ; his answers to which, induced |the fact. 1 furnished him with money, to pay his 
me to consider myself under obligations to render | board-bill at Albany, and the use of his horse, &c. 

When he returned from Albany, I was at the 
lower part of the town, and éell in company with 
| Mr. L. Paddock’s son, who had just brought him, 


him what assistance I could. [ asked him whether 
he had been ordained, to whieh he replied in the 
negative ; observing, at the same time, that he 


should prefer being ordained in a Society where 
he might be settled. Having made these inqui- 
ries, and received the answers above-named, and 
having received a favourable account of him, 
something like eighteen months before, I did no 
consider it necessary, in a formal manner, to de- 
mand his credentials. 

In the course of conversation, the first evening 


Mr. T., in his sleigh from Albany.-—-He asked if 
a young man, wearing a blue cloak, was at my 
house. I answered, { think it probable ; I was 
expecting Mr. T. from Albany this afternoon. He 
then observed, that he had a little before parted 
with him on the ice of the river, expecting to see 
uim in Front-street, as he had concluded to walk 
from the ice into the street, on account of a piece 





Mr, Tainter wasat my house, I took the liberty to 


of bare ground between the river and street, but 
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had not seen him since they parted. From a smile, 
that rested upon the young gentleman’s counte- 
nance, I thought it possible that all was not right. 
I asked if Mr. T. had paid his passage ?—He an- 
swered, No! I did not see him after we parted upon 
the river. I apologized for Mr. T. as being a 
stranger, unacquainted with our streets ; presumed 
itto be a mere accident, and offered to pay his 
passage, which Mr. P. refused, saying, He is wel- 
come, ashe is your friend ; or words to that effect 
I did not mention this circumstanee to Mr. T. at 
that time, but waited some days, till I saw Mr 
Paddock again, and asked if he had seen Mr 
T. to speak with him since he had brought him 
from Albany ; who informed me that he had not 
Soon after this, | inquired of Mr. T. whether he 
had remunerated the gentleman with whom he 
took passage from Albany. He answered, in ap- 
parent confusion, .Vo! I had entirely forgotten it. 
Twill go and see him —Where does he live? 1 in- 
formed him that it was settled; and how, and 
when: I expressed some surprise, but recollecting 
some extraordinary instances of absence of mind. 
which I had read, I thought it possible he might 
be one of that description. He preached at the 
Universalist Church several times, and, consider- 
ing his youth, was well accepted. 

The 9th of February I gave him a letter of in- 
troduction to one of the brethren in Chatham, 
where he preached two Sabbaths ; but not being 
pleased with his labours, they were not disposed 
toemployhim. February 26th,I gave him a let- 
ter of introduction to the Society at Amenia, 
where they employed him a part of the time at a 
liberal compensation. 

These circumstances I mention for two reasons. 
First, to show the cause of my first receiving, and 
giving him encouragement. Secondly, to enable 
the reader to judge, whether I treated Mr. 'T. with 
kindness, or, as 1 have been recently accused, 
with perseculion. This charge, doubtless had its) 
Origin in the following occurrence. Soon after 
Mr. T.’s arrival here, he came before the public 
with a written discourse, purporting to be his 
own ; which, however, was a rerbat'm transcript 
of the Rev. Mr. Turner's discourse, delivered and 
published at Charlestown, (Mass.) with the omis- 
sion of about a page and a half. This sermon, 
(the printed copy,) was in the possession of my- 
self, and severe! of the Universalist Society here : 
and when delivered by Mr. T., was known to be 
the production of another man. The morning 
after, (having no opportunity in the evening,) I 
mentioned to him the impropriety of his conduct ; 
expressed my regret, and admonished him, by re- 
minding him of the certain consequences of such 
a procedure if persisted in. After some attempts 
at evasion, he acknowledged the fact, and pro- 
mised never te repeat the experiment. He then 





inguired whether any one else knew that he had 


delivered Mr. Turner's discourse ? I told him) 


there were several, and named a few of them. 
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The means by which this came to be publiely 
known, I shall omit to disclose, unless circum. 
stances should hereafter require its develope 
ment. 

Mr. T. continued in town for some time, an, 
contrary to my wishes and advice, made a fey 
remarks in the Presbyterian meetings, by way 9; 
opposition. In short, he became the subject of 
many remarks, and I was frequently inquired of 
“ Why does that young man board here in this 
city, when he is preaching at so great a distance 
Why does he not take up his abode with the peo 
ple where he preaches?” To which, in truth, | 
could give no other reply, than, that [ did ng 
know. I finally told him of these inquiries, ry 
minding him of the unfavourable excitemey 
which his continuance here was producing, ang 
advised him to make his residence among th 
people where he was preaching. But he did nos 
see cause, it appears, to be governed by this aq 
vice in his arrangement. 

About this time, (according to my impression 
the latter part of March, or the forepart of April, 
I received a letter from the Rev. Mr. Turner, 0 
Charlestown, (Mass.) stating, that Mr. Tainter’: 
conduct had been such for about one year, tha 
he had lost all confidence among the people, in 
the different places where he had resided. That 
he had conducted in such a manner as to bring 
contempt upon the profession ; and stated in (he 
postscript, unequivocally, that the general facts 
to which he alluded, were substantiated beyond 
all doubt. After showing this letter to a few con 
fidential friends, (which [{ did to be possessed o 
evidence of having received such a letter, in case 
it should afterwards be disputed,) I sent word to 
Mr. T., as soon asI learned that he bad returned 
from the country, to call at my house, as I had 
something of importance to communicate to him 
He called ; and I handed him the letter to read 
When he had perused it, he told me that Mr 
Turner had been decetved.—That no accusation 
could be brought against him, except a fer trifling 
youthful indiscretions —That Mr. Turner, in a con- 
versation with him, acknowledged this to be the 
fact; and that he had never engaged to desist 
from preaching, and, therefore, concluded, that 
Mr. Turner must have forgotten the conversa 
tion that passed upon that subject. 1 told him 
that I thought it strange indeed, that a man of Mr 
Turner's prudence, and remarkable powers of re 
tention, should commit so great a mistake, in an 
affair that required so little effort to remember 
But 1 considered it possible, and therefore gave 
the letter into his possession, informing him, 
the same time, of my intention to write to Mr 
Turner, who I considered greatly to blame, pro- 
vided Mr. Tainter’s statement centzined the truth. 
To this, he consented, and requested me to write 
I, accordingly, wrote, the 18th of April, and re- 
ceived a reply, of which the following is an et 
act copy— 
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(COPY.) 
Charlestown, April 28th, 1321. 
pear Brother, 
Your letter of the 18th inst., in reply to a com- 
munication from me, renders it necessary that I 
should write again, and with more explicitness 


and partic ularity. 
My intimations relative to Mr. Tainter, were 


rot made from any other motive than a desire to 
prevent difficulty, that might arise from a mispla- 


ced confidence in @ man, W ho has hitherto, in 
chat way, wounded his friends, and “ given occa- 
sion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.” I 
know not but he may be a different man, now ; in 
which case, | should never cherish against him 
the remembrance of past irregularities. These 
have been such, as to withdraw from him the 
confidence and respect of those who knew of 
hem. I will mention one or two acts of his, 
which, in my Opinion, amount to more than mere 
youthful imprudences. 

When Tainter left my house, in December, of 
he year 1819, to go home with brother Wood, 
Doctor Thomson paid him ten dollars, which was 
the money that remained unexpended, of what 
my Society subscribed to support him at my 
house, When Mr. Wood and he arrived at Con- 
cord,” in the stage, Tainter stated, that he had no 
money, having omitted to take his pocket-book 
Mr. Wood paid his fare. This 
was soon proved to be utterly false, and Tainter 
owned the falsehood to me in writing. 


away with him. 


In Shirley, 
his conduct to the family where he boarded, was 
such as to alienate them from him; he showed 
no disposition to pay his board, and I think the 
man has since lodged him in gaol for it at Am- 
herst. 

Last September, when Tainter was going to 
Convention, he called, either in Hillsborough, 
or Washington, on a Mr. Jones, a brother in the 
faith, who knew not Tainter, neither did Tainter 
know him. It rained very hard.—T. was in 
an open wagon, and without a great coat. Jones 
inquired why he did not wear one? He replied, 
be had nothing but a cloak, which he was loath 
to wet, as he was going to Convention. 
answered, “If you have any connexion with that 
body, you are, or ought to be, an honest man. I 
will lend you a great coat.” T. took it, with the 
promise of returning it in a few days. Six weeks 
passed away, and no news of the garment. At 
length, Mr. Jones found T. in some place, at a dis- 
tance, apparently quite at his ease, and having 
allered the butions, | believe, by getting them cov- 
ered. Mr. Jones was vexed and angry at this 
conduct, and made T. give him an obligation for 
damage. 


Jones 





* Since receiving the above letterpl have con- 
versed with Mr Wood, who informed me that it 
was in a town near Shirley, where Mr. T. was 
called upon to pay his stage fare, sndbmai the 


excuse above-mentioned. D. P. 


= 
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When I went te Concord, in New-Hampshire, 
last December, my ears were assailed with this 
fine story: it came from undoubted authority— 
and when [ mentioned it to T., who was at Con. 
cord, he did not deny it. 

I shall produce no more examples of his pro- 
ceedings: I will oaly add, that having advised 
him, in a friendly way, to desist from preaching, 
at least, for the present, from the consideration 
tha: he was bringing injury upon others and upon 
the common cause, he gave me his promise that 
he would desist. 

You will act as your prudence may dictate in 
regard to this man. I presume not to direct your 
course of conduct. I know not, however, if there 
will be a necessity of giving great publicity to 
these accounts, in any course you may pursue. I 
seriously wish he would let preaching alone ; for 
as we would not wish to be “ partakers of other 
men’s sins,” so neither can we wish to suffer by 
them. Ihave detailed what may be sufficient, 
but not ali, nor by any means the worst. You will 
make such use of it as you think proper. 

Yours, as ever, 
(Signed) Epwarp Turver. 

This letter arrived in Hudson, while | was on @ 
visit to New-Bedford, (Mass.) Having an oppor- 
tunity, while there, I visited Mr. Turner, and re- 
ceived intelligence from him, and others, which 
fully convinced me that Tainter had acted a very 
dishonest part. On my return to Hudson, Tainter 
called upon me, knowing that I had been to 
Charlestown, and having seen the letter, which had 
arrived during my absence ; and, notwithstand- 
ing he had declared the whole to be a base false- 
hoed, he acknowledged to me, that all the accu- 
sations contained in the above extract were true! 
I then reminded him of the inconsistency of his 
conduct toward me, and the falsehoods he had 
told, &c. He acknowledged that he had acted 
an tnworthy and dishonest part, and desired that 
{ would forgive him. I told him I would forgive, 
but I should never again place confidence in him, 
until, by an uniform and consistent course of 
honest and upright conduct, he gave evidence of 
the sincerity of his confession. He then solicited 
me not to intercept his labours at Amenia, and 
elsewhere, promising me, that he would write to 
Messrs. Turner, Ballou, Dean, and Wood, mitis- 
ters—and to Mr. Jones, Doctor Stephens, and the 
gentleman with whom he bearded in Shirley, and 
make a full acknowledgment of his past offences, 
and restitution, as far as was within his power. 
Being desirous that he might reform,I agreed, pro- 
vided he was punctual in the fulfilment of these 
promises, and pursued a course of strict honesty 
in future, that I would not intercept his labours 
for the present ; assuring him, at the same time, 
that if he deviated from his engagement, I would 
certainly expose him. 1 said to him,’ “Mr. T. you 
are well aware, that had I not been deceived, 
with regard to your moral character, I should not 
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have given you a letter of introduction to the So-| 
ciety at Amenia; and I do not expect that you 
will make use of that introduction, either directly 
or indirectly, to introduce yourself any where 
else.” He replied, I hare no idea of dog it. 

This acknowledgment and conversation, took 
place the 28th of May. The 29th, he wrote a 
letter of acknowledgment to Mr. Turner, and also 
desired me to write on his behalf; which I did, 
informing Mr. Turner of his confession and pro- 
mises. This letter Mr. Tainter read and approba- 
ted. He has not written to the other gentlemen 
according to promise. 

Previous to Mr. T.’s confession of May 28th, he 
wrote a letter of denial to Mr. Turner, for the pur- 
pose of repelling the charges brought against him, 
of jalsehood and dishonesty ; of which the follow- 
ing is an extract, sent to me by the Rev. Mr 
Turner. 

“ The general charges against me are a base 
fabrication, absolutely false, and without the sha- 
dow of foundation whatever. 
well known to be lies of the blackest die, hatched 
up by some mean and unworthy persons.” 

Compare this extract with that which here fol- 
lows. 

“T acknowledge, Sir, that in a few instances, J) 


These reports are 





have said what was not true, and perhaps, in some | 
of those instances, | have been culpable ; but | 
again, necessity has required it.” 

I have inserted the foregoing, because it con-| 
tainsan acknowledgment of one of the principal 
charges against Mr. T., and, at atime, when he 
was denying and attempting to repel the charges 
altogether. 

After the confession of May last, I do not recol-| 
lect to have seen Mr. Tainter, until the forepart| 
of September, nor to have heard of his move- 
ments until the 10th of July, when I received a 
Jetter from the Rev. Mr. Miichell, stating that Mr. 
Tainter was at his house, in the city of New-York} 
—that he had brought a letter from a friend in| 
Amenia, certifying that I had recommended him! 





to the people in that place, and exhibited a letter} 
from Mr. Turner, dated Feb. 1820. containing! 
frienily advice. These letters were used by him, | 
(as appears by Mr. Mitchell's communication,) 
evidence, that he had the confidence and fellow-| 


as| 
ship of Mr Turver and myself. By these means, | 
he gained admission into Mr. M.’s pulpit, &c. 1| 
considered his making use of my name, and pre-| 
senting an old letter of friendly advice from Mr.| 
Turner, when he had in his possession two letters | 
from the same man; one that was addressed to! 
me, and another to himself, containing high 
charges, and severe auimadversions upon his con- 
duct, and both of very recent date, was evidence 
sufficient to justify the conclusion that he did not 
intend te pursue an bogest course. 1, therefore, 


apprised Mr. M. that his character did not stand 


' 
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York, in other respects, was considered truly -, 
surable, by Mr. M. and others, that had q ite 
ledge of his proceedings. I shall forbear ty _. 
a detail of the subject here alluded to; byt dies 
necessity require, publicity will hereafiey \, 
given. 

The 30th of July, I went to Amenia, ang re 
called my letter of introduction, and left the eo». 
of three letters from Mr. Turner, as a reason o 
that measure, and apprized a few of the brethr», 
there, of his proceedings at New-York. They in. 
mediately dismissed Mr. Turner from their seryic, 
and he directly sought refuge under the ban, 
of Presbyterianism 

There is one fact, in relation to his condye: 
Atter Mr. T 
obtained a letter of introduction from the Rey 
Mr. Perry, of Sharon, (Conn.) to the Rey, yy 
Sloughter, of Clavarack, (N. ¥.) and made an ap 


which ought not to be omitted J 


pointment, publicly, to recant the sentiment of 
Universalism, he went to Mount Washington 
(Mass) and preached Unirersal salvation to thy 
audience there, and assisted them in forming inj 
Society, and wrote a letter for them to the Ge; 
eral Convention of Universalists, in whic be 
mentioned his own name, as the instrument, in ty 
bands of God, of administering to them the Gos. 
pel, by which their religious prosperity had been 
promoted ! Captain Dibble, and others of the § 
ciety at Mount Washington, informed me, that or 
the 26th day of August, Mr. Tainter preached 
them the doctrine of Universal Salvation: 
that they considered him wnusually severe in his 
the doctrine of endless mi 
and particularly against Calvinism! This took 
place the day after he had been with Mr. Slough 


remarks against 


ter, and left an appointment for a public recenia 
tion!!! 

According to the best information I have beev 
able to obtain, Mr. T. had two other appoint- 
ments, one at Amenia, and the other at Pine 
Plains, Dutchess County, for the purpose of de 
livering his recantation, at the fime he preached 
Universalism at Mount Washington ! 

I will here apprize the reader, that I informed 
Mr. Sloughter, of Clavarack, that Mr. Tainte: 
Was a suspicious character, and that a catalogue 
of immoral charges 
trom the E 


was preferred against him 
2astward, by reason of which the Uni 
versalist Societies, and Preachers, would not coun 
lenance him, and refused to employ him,—ihat | 
had several of these charges in writing from Mr 
Turner,—that Mr. Tainter had acknowledged 
that they were true, and that he might examine 
them, by calling at my house. Notwithstanding 
(bis information, he admitted him into his pulpit, 
to abuse, indiscriminately, the character of Uni- 
versalists. 

Betore J@lose, it is requisite to lay before the 


reader, a few acts of Mr. T., which prevented his 
fair at the Eastward, and that of his want of sin-| receivi 
eerity I was fully satisied. His evnduct at New-| tion of 


e fellowship of the General Conven- 
rersalists, in September, 1820. Besides 
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ve affair of the pocket-book, which has already 
seen recited, the Rev. Jacob Wood, of Shirley, 
Mass.) related to me the following facts, awhich 
_ceurred in Shirley. Mr. T. was sued, by a mer- 
chant in the vicinity, for a debt of twenty dollars, 
»r rising, Which he had contracted by receiving, 
xf the merchant, cloth for a cloak and pantaloons. 
He delivered ap the cloth for the cloak, which 
ieft something like eight dollars, and a few cents, 

| due the merchant. Mr. Wood, rather than see 
y. zo to gaol, consented to give his Note, provi- 
ded Mr. T. would sign an order on the Society's 
Committee for four dollars, which sum was due 
Mr. T., after manifesting 
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which she had before seen! The whole mystery 
now vanished, and T., in much confusion, ac- 
knowledged himself the author of the letter, 

Major L., when he was informed of this affair, 
refused to give him house-room, and he went to 
Mr. Wood's, and made preparation for leaving the 
place, promising to pay Major L. for his board be- 
fore he left town. 
form. 

Previous to his departure, he agreed with a 
young gentleman that was studying with Mr. 


This, however, he did not per 


Wood, that if he would pay the postage of the 





| newspapers Which had been sent him from Boston, 
vin from the Society. | (amounting, I think, to something less than a dol- 


ome reluctance, signed the order. j lar,) for w hich he was indebted to the postmaster, 


A short time 
jhe might have the papers then on hand, and con- 
to at 


The young gentleman, knowing 


r, in the absence of Mr. W., Tainter called on 


che Committee, and received the four doNars in | tinue receive them the office for several 


tton goods ; leaving Mr. W. with that order, as | Months longer. 
amemorial of his dishonesty, together with the | that Mr. T. was also indebted for the postage of 
som of eight dollars, or more, to pay forhim! Mr | letters, particularly specified in the agreement, 
Wood complained of this fraudulent treatment, that he would pay no postage for T., except that 
but obtained no other satisfaction, than empty ‘of the newspapers. The evening before T was to 
leave Shirley, they walked to the post-office, and 


promises from Tainter 
proposed taking the money 


The greater part of the time that Mr. T. was in/near the office T 
Shirley, he boarded with Major Longley, near} himself, and going in alone, to settle the postage, 
Mr. Wood’s house. There arose some misunder-|and give direction for the future delivery of the 
tanding between T. and Major L.’s daughter, | papers. He cid so; and returned some change 
which caused her to treat him with some cool- \to the young gentleman, who inquired of him, 
ness and indifference. This state of things con-| whether the postage of the newspapers amounted 
tinued for some time, when T. one day informed | to so large a sum? to which he replied in the 
the young lady, that he had something of import- |affirmative. This did not satisfy the young gen- 
ance to communicate to her, and produced a let- itleman, and he therefore went, early the next 


ter, which he said he had just received from a | morning, to the post-office, and obtained a copy 
friend, who was well acquainted with Miss L.| of Tainter’s whole account, and returned to Mr 


She asked if the letter concerned her? To which | Wood's, without the knowledge of Mr. T. By 


he replied in the athimative. She requested to 


see the contents of the letter, but was denied—T. | 


read the letter, which contained no direct charges 
against the lady, but some insinuations that were 
She demanded the 
writer's name, which he refused to disclose. She 
requested to see the handwriting—this was, also, 
denied her. After a short contest of words, T. 
permitted her to see the superscription, when she 


prejudicial to her character. 


this means, the young gentleman ascertained that 
the money which he handed T., the evening be- 
fore, had, contrary to agreement, and contrary to 


|'T.’s declaration, been appropriated to pay the 


postage of Tainter’s /efters. An opportunity soon 
occurred, and in presence of Mr. W. the subject 
was introduced, and the agreement talked overs 


|when Mr. W. stated, that the young gentleman 
|was only to pay for the postage of the papers. 


recognized the handwriting to be that of Tainier "| This gentleman then told T., that he was impress 
She laid this to his charge, which he denied, till | ed with a suspicion that the postage of the papers 
he found that to persist in the denial was useless ; did not amount to the sum, which he had preténd 
when he owned that Ae wrote the superscription,|ed to pay. T was apparently quite angry, and 
bat stated, that his friend handed him the letter | asked, “ Do you call in question my henour ? De 
in haste, having neglected to write upon the out- /you think that I would be guilty of such false- 
side. She then charged him with writing the in- | hood, meanness, and dishonesty ?” The gentleman 
replied, that he could not believe that the postage 
peatedly demed.—The young lady managed in| of the papers amounted to so much as he had pre- 
such a manner, as to obtain a sight of the inside | tended. When Mr. T. had indulged in expressing 
ot the letter, and instantly discovered that it was | his resentment to a considerable degree, the gen- 
the same hand.— After a few severe remarks from | tleman presented a copy of Tainter’s account 
the young lady, T. confessed that ke wrote the | from under the hand of the posiimnaster. This ac- 
whole, but said this was a copy of the original ;| count amounted to the exact sum which T, had 
which he promised to place in ber possession, if! paid out of the young man’s money, and embra- 
she would allow him a given time to look it up.! ced the whole ainount of the postage of the papers, 
She left the room, and at the appointed time sud-/and that of Taiuter’s letters. His courage then 
denly came in, and found T. copying the Jeiter| seemed to forsake him, and he acknowledged 


< 


side, as well as’ the superscription.— This he re- 
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both, the falsehood and the fraud! The gentle- 
man then told T. that he considered him a dishon- 
est villain ; that he was welcome to the money 
and papers, both; and that he would have no- 
thing more to do with him. 

When Mr. Tainter made his appearance at the 
Genera! Convention, which was holden in Clare- 
mont,(N. H.) Sept. 1820, and laid before the Com- 
mittee, appointed to receive applications, his re- 
quest for a Letter of Fellowship, they rejected him 
on account of his immoral deportment, which has 
been briefly delineated. This Committee consist- 
ed of the Rev. Messrs. Paul Dean, Joshua Flagg, 
and Jacob Wood. 

Instead, therefore, of having the fellowship of 
the General Convention of Universalists, which 
I supposed to be the fact, he had made application 
for fellowship and was rejected ! in consequence of 
his incongruous deportment. There are a few 
other irregularities of Mr. Tainter’s, but I shall 
omit to mention them, believing that the speci- 
mens already given, are sufficient. 

I shall now proceed to the brief notice of a few 
particulars, contained in his recantation. Not be- 
ing present when it was read, in the form ofa Ser- 
mon, I have had to depend upon the testimony of 
a large number of respectable witnesses, one of 
whom took notes of the discourse, when delivered 

1. He stated, that “he had tried to believe the 
doctrine of Unirersal Salvation, for more than 
three years past, but could not.—-That HE NEV- 
ER BELIEVED IT!!! though he had pretend- 
ed to be a believer, and had preached the doctrine.” 

Here you learn, from his own statement, that he 
has never been a Universalist! Consequently, 
through the whole of his abandoned career, he has 
been a believer in endless misery! If such be the 
fruit of a belief in endless misery, Heaven, in mer- 
cy, guard us against ils poisonous influence ! 

2. He stated, that “when he was preaching the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, his blood almost 
eurdled in his veins, from the full conviction, that 
he was preaching false doctrine!” 1 should not be 
surprised if it were so; for it seems he believed all 
hypocrites would be endlessly damned, in the future 
world, while he was indulging himself in the 
most abominable hypocrisy that ever disgraced a 
human being ! 

3. He stated, that “in consequence of hearing 
asermon from Dr. M’ Auly, the 22nd of April 
last, his convictions of the falsehood of Univer- 
salism were stronger than ever.”—That “he had 
an awful, sleepless night ;’—that “these impres- 
sions of the certainty of endless misery never left 
him!" Why, then, did he continue to preach Uni- 
versal salvation, until the Universalists wholly dis- 
carded him for his wicked deeds? 

Other particulars, inhis recantation, might be 
mentioned, but they are considered as unworthy 
of serious notice, as the author of that pretended 
recantation is of public confidence. 1 will only 
add, that since Mr. Tainter has publicly declared, 
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that he has practised “high-handed iniquity { 
a considerable time past, we would inform the 
beligvers of endless misery, that this is the sj, ih 
son why he has been discountenanced, and uho 2 
set aside by the Universalists! i 
A word to the Presbyterians, and 1 shall ¢j,., 
It is the uniform custom of the Universalists, to ;, 
quire into the moral character of all their candi 
dates for the ministry. If their characters are no! 
good, they are not admitted to fellowship &s preach 
ers. Would it not have been better for You, to 
have made some inquiry, relative to the m . 
character of Mr. Tainter, before you admitted him 
into your pulpits, and caressed and Sellowshiy eg 


u 


him ? The latter, however, is the course you bem 
preferred. If you should succeed, and keep him 
within the bounds of moral honesty, YOu will be 
entitled to the good wishes of the Universalists, ,; 
large; and shall receive the thanks of one, y} 
desires to promote the knowledge of the Truth 
DAVID PICKERING 
Hudson. (N. Y.) October, 27th 182). 
oe 
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Strange Perversion of Terms. 


In the “ Curistian Journat, Vol. 3. No. | 
for November 1819,” published in this city, ;. 
contained a biographical sketch of the “Lile o: 
the Right Rev.Josernu Butter, L L. D. late Lo, 
Bishop of Durham.” In p. 324 it is declared, thy 
“ His benevolence was warm, generous, and diffy 
sive.” To prove which, it is immediately added 
“ Whilst he was Bishop of Bristol, he expended 
in repairing and improving the Episcopal Palac: 
£4000! He set apart three days every week 
for the reception and entertainment of the princi 
pal gentry of the country!!!” 

In an old book, called the Bible, is the follow 
ing exhortation—* Bring the poor that are cast out 
to thy house. When thou seest the naked, that thou 
cover him!” To “ draw out thy soul to the hungry, 
and satisfy the afficted soul.” What do you cal! 
this? Is this Benevolence ? If so, imitate the Bib\ 
and not the Lord Bishop! 


— 
To tue Epitror or tHe Gosret Hearatp. 


Sir—In looking over the sermon, preached by 
G. Spring, sometime ago, it appeared to my un- 
derstanding, to advocate doctrines repugnant to 
the principles of the ancient Calvinists, as Lremem- 
bered to have read them, recorded in the celebra- 
ted Confession of Faith and Catechism, set forth 
by authority of the ancient Churches. In order 
to ascertain whether my conjecture was right, | 
borrowed the book from a neighbour, who inform- 
ed me the said Spring was in the habit, and indeed 
was required, by his contract with his congrege- 
tion, to admit no man into membership who did 
not subscribe to the truth of the Westminster Con- 
fession and Catechism. For the purpose of satis 
fying myself entirely, upon the subject, I put dows 
the most prominent propositions after the annex- 


ed manner, extracted from each book ; substitu: 
ting a few words, and omitting others, for the sake 


of preserving some shape and form, but in no in- 
stance, that i know of, Impaired or perverted the 
author’s true meaning. If the reader can recon 
cile those contradictory propositions, he musi 





have more ingenuity than your friend and cor 
respondent. M. 





SPRING. 


» is no part of the doctrine of 
action, that Christ died exciu- 


ively for the elect. p. 6. 


of the doctrine of 


It is BO Par oe elect will be 


plection, that t 
save 


, 


i, let them do what they will. 


j 


it is no part of the doctrine of 
sloction, that the non-elect will 
vot be saved, if they do as well 


gs they can. Pp. ¢- 


It is no part of the doctrine of 
election, that the non-elect can- 
ot comply with the terms of the 
Gospel. p- 8 


The atonement was made, not 
the elect or non-elect, as 
wach, but for all men, as sinners. 
Christ died for the non-elect as 
well as for the elect. p. 10. 


Beyond all question, the calls 
and invitations of the Gospel are 


made to all; the invitations of | 


mercy are made to all alike, and 
with as much sincerity to each 
one,as though he was the only 
sioner in the world, p. 24. 


God is not partial, because, as 
amoral Governor of the uni- 
verse, he uniformly treats men 
according to their real character 
and conduct. p. 28. 

An elect person can live in sin, 
grieve the Holy Spirit, die in 
sin, and sink downto hell! p 30. 


If you choose to leave your 
salvation to the decree of God, 
without personal religion, on 
your part, and without any effort 
to obtain it, you will, beyond all 
— sink down to hell. 


This doctrine must be loved ; 
to hate it, is to take the side of 
the adversary against God: to 
hate it, is to take the side of hell 
against Heaven ; to hate it, is to 
be for ever miserable. p. 42. 
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CONFESSION AND CATECHISM. 


Wherefore they who are elect- 
ed are redeemed by Christ, neith- 
er are any other redeemed by 
Christ, effectually called, justifi- 
ed or saved, but the elect only 
| iii, Sec. 6. 

All the elect, and they only, 
are effectually called. Cat. 68. 
They who are effectually called 
can neither totally nor finally 
fall away, but shall persevere to 
the end, and be eternally saved. 
Chap. xiv. 1. 

Others not elected, although 
they may be called by the minis- 
try of the word, yet they can 
never come to Christ, and there- 
fore cannot be saved. Chap. 
x. 4. 

God hath appointed the elect 
unto glory ; the rest of mankind 
God was pleased to pass by, and 
ordain them to dishonour and 
wrath for their sins, to the praise 
of his justice. Chap. iii. 6. 

The covenant of grace was 
made with Christ, and in him, 
with all the elect as his seed :* 
all the elect, and they only, are 
effectually called, neither are any 
others redeemed by Christ, but 
the elect only. Chap. ili. 6 
Cat. 31. 68. 

All those whom God predesti- 
nated unto life, and those only, 
he is pleased to call by his word 
and Spirit. Con. x. 1. 

Others, not elected, cannot be 
saved ; much less can men, not 
ye ep the Christian religion, 
»e they never so diligent to have 
their lives according to the law 
of that religion they do profess ; 
and to assert and maintain the 
contrary is very pernicious, and 
to be detested. Con. x. 4 

God's decrees are without any 
foresight of faith and good works, 
or any thing in the creature, as 
conditions or causes moving him 
thereunto. Con. iii. 5. 

Those angels and men, thus 
predestinated, are nuchangeably 
designed, and their number is 
certain and definite ;* the elect 


*Con. iii. 4. 

God, from all eternity, did de- 
cree to justify all the elect. Con. 
ii, 4. The principal acts of faith 


justification, sanctification, aud 
eternal life. Con. xiv. 2. 

Do you believe these doctrines 
to be founded upon the word of 
God, and as the expression of 
your own faith? And do you re- 
solve to adhere to them, in oppo- 
sition to all Deistical, Popish, 
Arian, Socinian, Arminian, and 
Sectarian errors, and all other 
—- contrary to the power 
0 


godliness ?>—Page 502. Ques- 





tion 2. 
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SPRING. 


The nen-elect are not losers by 
the doctrine of election ; they 
are not gainers by it, we know. 
If they are not elected, they will 
indeed perish. p. 29. 


The elect cannot be saved, un- 
less they possess supreme love to 
God. p. 6. 


If they are not elected, they 
will indeed perish. p. 29 


The non-elect are able to com- 
ply with the herms of the Gos- 
pel. Yet if God does not wrest 
the weapons of revolt from his 
hands, heis lost. p. 10. 


God does not mean that all 
shall finally perish ; he does not 
intend they shall rob his Son of 
the reward of his death: some 
he saves; apart he rescues from 
themselves and perdition. The 
number is definite. p. 11. 


It is just as certain, therefore, 
that God determined, from eter- 


|nity, who would be saved, as 


that he knew who would be 
saved. If they are not elected, 
they will indeed perish. p,. 29 


The elect are no more worthy 
of being made the objects of re- 
deeming love than the non-elect, 
p. il 


It depends upon God's mere 








;good pleasure, 


are, accepting, receiving, and} 
resting upon Christ alone for! 


whether they 
shall cheose life or death, whe- 


‘ther they shall go fo heaven or 
shali persevere and be saved jhell. p. 37. 


Wicked men do not love the 
sovereignty of God; they mur- 


|mur, and repine, and contend, 


because it depends on his mere 
good pleasure, whether they 
shall go to Heaven or hell. p. 36. 


This doctrine must be loved. 
Sometimes the wicked feel, 
when they hear it, as the mur- 
derers of Stephen felt, when 
me | gnashed upon bim with 
their teeth. What is this, but the 
| very spirit of the damned ’ p. 38. 
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the Curistian’s Vape-Mecom, by| 


REVIEW of 
Hoorer Cummine, A. M. 
(Continued from p. 228.) 

Mr. C. in p. 149, introduces the case of Judas, 
as follows.—“ In the fourteenth chapter of Mark, | 
and twenty-first verse, we read, ‘ good were it for | 
that man if he had never been born.’ The obvi- | 
ous meaning is, tbat it would have been far better | 
for Judas never to have had existence at all, than, 
by his own folly and wickedness, to have exposed | 
himself to eternal ruin. Now, if the time will 
come, be it after ever so many ages, wherein Ju- 
das shall be happy and glorified, this declaration 
cannot betrue. The felicity of heaven is so ex-| 
quisite, as to counterbalance every pain, which | 
we can in this world, or in the limbus patrum of | 
the final restorationist, possibly endure.” 

In answer to this, we say, that the original word | 
sx, rendered never, will not justify Mr. C.’s con-| 
clusion. It is declared, in the past tense, “ good 
were it for that man if he had not been born.’ | 
What was the birth§spoken of ? Was it natural or | 
piritual? John i. Speaking of Christ, says, “ He | 
came unto his own, and his own received him} 
not. (Quere. Will he not save his own?) But as! 
many as received him, to them gave he power to| 
hecome the sons of God, to them that believe on} 
his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of | 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.” Was not Judas thus born? and did he not 
receive Christ, in as full a sense as the other dis- | 
ciples? Mr. C., as a Calvinist, will be compelled 
to acknowledge that all, for whom Christ died, 
must inevitably be saved. 

By consulting Matt. x. 1 to 5 and 16th verses, it 
will appear, First, that Christ “ called his ‘weve 
disciples, and gare them power agains! unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner| 
of sickness, and all manner of diseases." Second, | 
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He, alone, of all the disciples, had Coura 
honesty to defend his Master!!! 
is as rilous as Judas’s. “They all forsook hin 
and fled.” But Judas, alone, returned and 
fended his Master. He declared, “ { hav: + she 
in that I have betrayed innocent blood” "i 
made all the reparation in his power; and |e. 
ing the murderous intention of the chie : 
and elders, (the real murderers of Chris; \ 
finding all his efforts to save his Master inetfe>: 
al, he died,—his feelings overpowered hin, _ 
he fell a victim to his returned affection, a a 
suffocated with his grief!!! , 
Judas did not, as Mr. C. declares, 
his existence with his own hands,” 
have supposed that a profound Greek scholar , 
Mr. C.’s acquirements, would have better unde. 
stood the meaning of the word annyéaro, jy, 4 
passage rendered hanged. This word means i 
focated, not hanged! It would be as correc: 
say of a man who should die of a fit of appop),- 
that he hanged himself, as to say that Judas - 
himself! He is not represented as acting, jy, t) 
case ; but passive, as respects his death. Acts j is 
declares, not that he hanged himself, but that he 
“ falling headlong, ~envns, he burst asunder 
The inspired writers were not at a loss for 
per words to express themselves, as the followin 
passages prove. Acts v. 30. “ The God of » 
fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew, and hen» 
ed, xespacaytes (suspended) on a tree” Lyky 
xxiii. 39. “And one of the malefactors whic, 
were hanged, xgemacGewtwr,” (suspended) 
Judas, therefore, was born, and Christ gave hin 
power the same as the other disciples. [f jt js 
ubjected, that Judas had not power to keep hig 
self; we answer—The other disciples had yo; 
power to keep themselves, but denied their Mas 
ter,and fled! 2 Pet. ii. 20,21, declares, « For jj 


£e 6 
Peter § Case 


’ 
He 
Th. 


t pries:. 


nd as 


* terminate 
We shoul 


& 


That Judas is included, and called by name. | ter they have escaped the pollutions of the 


Judas was Christ's 
Christ said, “ Behold, | send you forth as sheep in 
the midst of wolves.’ Mr C. is willing, and con- | 
tends that all the sheep shall be saved!!! Matt. 
xxvi. 26 t6%9, declares, that Christ “ brake the 
bread, and gave to his disciples, and said, Take, 
eat; this is my body And he took the cup, and 
gave to them, saying, Drink ye all of it ; for this 
is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed 
for many, (not for a few,) for the remission of sins 
But I say unto you, I will not drink heneeforth of 
this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink | 
it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” The} 
same is recorded by Mark xiv. 22—25, who d 
clares, “ And they all, (including Judas,) drank | 
of it.’ John vi. 54. “Whoso eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life ; and I 
will raise him up at the last day.” Did not Judas 
eat and drink ? Peter, (Matt. xxvi. 72.) “ denied 
Christ with an oath.” Christ declared, “ He that 
denieth me before men, shall be denied before the 
angels of God.” Christ (Matt. xvi. 23.) calls Pe- 
ter Satan. Judas (Matt. xxvii. 3—5) repented 


Third, That 








* Mark xvi. 17,18. “ And these signs shall fol- 
low them that believe: in my name shall they cast 
out devils; they shall speak with new tongues ; 
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recov- 
er.” Take this fert, in conjunction with the evi- 
dence adduced, and which of Judas’s calumnia- 
tors can produce proof of his being born of God, 
greater, or so great, as we have produced for Ju- 
das? Ans. Not one! For these signs actually fol- 





lowed Judas, agreeably to the above testimony ' 


SHEEP ; for| world through the knowledge of the Lord and 


Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 

therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse 

with them than the beginning. For it had been 

better for them not to have kuown the wey oi 

righteousness, than, after they bave known, to 
turn from the holy commandment delivered uuto 
them.” It would have been beiter tor Judas, or 
as Christ expresses, “‘ Good were it for that man 

if he had not been born.” If Judas had not known 
the Lord, he would have continued, like the other 
Jews, in the ordinary faith and worship, common 
among them at thet day; and escaped the dread 

tul reflection of having, from mercenary motives 

proved unfaithful to his Master, and, unintention- 
ally, assisted the murderous priests and elders in 
his crucifixion. For it woald be absurd to sup- 
pose that Judas, after witnessing the power and 
miracles of Christ, had any suspicion of his sub- 
mitiing to the power of the priests and elders. In 
fine, Judas, the calumniated and despised Judas, 
repented.—Returned his il!-gotien gains ; and made 
all the reparation in his power. “ Go, and do thou 
likewise.” He has left an example, on record, 
worthy your imitation! Beware, therefore, how 
you adjudge him to endless burnings ; for the Serip- 
tures declare “ He that confesseth and forsaketh 
his sins, shall obtain mercy!” 

(To be Continued.) 
—<$<— 
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